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Welcome to e-news

Anna University cheers as the country’s first university satellite
goes into orbit - Details under Technology

READER’S RESPONSE

The editorial team invites your views, suggestions, to the News
about Members Column and contributions to the e-news.
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India is world No. 4 in supercomputers

India is certainly giving the West a run for its money
where supercomputing is concerned. India has been
ranked number four in the world, in a global list of
countries with the most powerful supercomputers. Only
the US, China and Germany are ahead of India in the
first, second and third slots. The Top 500 list, prepared
by experts in Germany and US, ranks only countries
which have the top 500 supercomputers. Within these
top 500, India is ranked fourth for the kind of
supercomputers we have — with the 13th fastest
supercomputer in the world. Ranked among the top
five countries with the best supercomputers, India is
ahead of even advanced nations such as France,
Sweden, Norway, UK. Our supercomputers are better
than those in some laboratories in the US, Russia,
Spain, Canada and Netherlands.

Source: Times of India
An Indian space shuttle takes shape

An Indian version of the space shuttle will be test-
flown from the spaceport at Sriharikota in a year’s
time. The Reusable Launch Vehicle-Technology
Demonstrator (RLV-TD), as it is called, will be a
combination rocket-aircraft: the aircraft with a winged
body, which is the RLV, will sit vertically on the rocket.
The engineering model of the aircraft is ready at the
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) in
Thiruvananthapuram. The first stage of the Satellite
Launch Vehicle-3, flown in the early 1980s, will form
the booster rocket. Weighing nine tonnes, it is called
S-9. After it takes off like a rocket, the booster will
release the unmanned aircraft, which will go into
space. At the end of the mission, the aircraft will land
in the sea. Dr K. Radhakrishnan, Director, VSSC, said
in an interview: “The next year we expect the
prototype of the RLV-TD to be ready for flight-testing.
This will be a milestone for ISRO.” The RLV “will open
a new dimension in the launch vehicle technology and
transportation system of ISRO.” According to Dr.
Radhakrishnan, ground testing of the booster rocket
was done at Sriharikota in December 2008.

Source: Hindu
Nishant flight successful

Defence research in the country touched another
milestone on Sunday with successful flight of
Unmanned Air Vehicle (UAV) Nishant. The drone, used
for investigations, is powered by an indigenous rotary
engine. It took off from an abandoned runway of
World War Il times, 8 km from Kolar. The engine, a
Wankel Rotary type, was jointly designed and
developed by National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL),
a CSIR laboratory, Vehicles Research & Development
Establishment (VRDE), Ahmednagar and Aeronautical
Development Establishment (ADE), Bangalore. The
engine is the first of its kind that was totally designed
and developed in the country. The flight took off in

the morning and climbed to an altitude of 1.8 km
effortlessly before cruising for 35 minutes. The drone
was recovered safely at the intended place at a
driedup lake, after a total flight duration of 40 minutes.
ADE Director Mr P S Krishnan, VRDE Director Dr C L
Dhamejani, NAL Director Dr A R Upadhya and other
senior officials witnessed the flight.

Source: Times of India
Risat-2 to be Govt’s eye in the sky

A 300-kg radar imaging satellite designated as “Risat-
2,” developed with inputs from lIsrael, which could
have military applications, is slated for launch on
April 20 at Sriharikota. The satellite on which the
first studentmade satellite,”Anusat,” made by the
students of the Chennai-based Madras Institute of
Technology, will piggy back, will be flown by the
highly-proven Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV).
Though senior ISRO officials dismissed suggestions
that Risat-2 was a spy satellite emphasising that its
primary role was disaster management, others in
the space agency disagreed saying that it definitely
had a military application as well, meaning that it
was essentially a spy satellite. The satellite has an
Israeli-made Synthetic Aperture Radar can take
images during day, night and all weather conditions
and also through thick layer of clouds. “It will monitor
the borders and help the government in anti-terrorist
operations,” said an official.

Source: Times of India

India becomes fifth nation to send spy
satellite

Giving the much needed fillip to its defence
surveillance capabilities, India successfully placed
into orbit an Israeli-built all-weather spy satellite but
not before some anxious moments prior to the launch
caused by a technical glitch which had threatened to
stall the mission. The 300 kg RISAT-2, which will also
help tackle infiltration and terror activities, was shot
into space by ISRO’s workhorse PSLV-C12 rocket 19
minutes after it blasted off from the spaceport here,
making India the fifth country having such a satellite.
But the launch was preceded by ‘anxious moments’
during the 48-hour countdown for the ISRO team
after an umbilical connector from PSLV-C12’s top got
detached from the launch vehicle and about half-a-
dozen others were ‘thrown out’. The last minute snag
was overcome with the ISRO team managing the
crisis making up the six hours of countdown time
and setting everything right.

Source: Deccan Herald

Anna Univ cheers as the country’s first
university satellite goes into orbit

It was a moment for celebration for India’s vast
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student community, particularly those in Chennai, because it was the country’s first university satellite when
Anusat entered into its orbit at an altitude of 550 km after riding piggy-back on the 300-kg spy satellite ‘Risat-
2’. For six years the students and staff of Anna University worked round-the-clock on the 40-kg micro satellite.
When ‘Anusat’ was successfully placed in orbit on Monday morning all the effort put in by the eight teams from
Anna University paid off. Dr R Srinivas, an Anna University alumnus and innovations manager at Nokia-
Siemens Networks in Bangalore reacted to the successful launch with a sense of pride: “Though | completed
my doctorate and passed out of Anna University in 2006 | will never forget the experience of working on
Anusat. Now that it is in orbit | feel a great sense of pride and achievement. | celebrated this success with my
colleagues at the office canteen. Now | want to rush home and tell my father about it. 1 want to celebrate this
day with my wife and one-year-old son Srihari,” he said.

Source: Times of India
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Mr Ashok Nayak is new HAL chairman

Mr Ashok Nayak will take charge as new chairman of Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) from April 1. Mr
Nayak, who will be the HAL's 15th chairman, succeeds Mr Ashok K Baweja, who retired on March 31. Prior to
this, Mr Nayak was then managing director of HAL's Bangalore Complex. Hailing from Honnavar in Karnataka,
a Mechanical Engineer from Bangalore University, joined HAL as a management trainee in 1973. At the
Engine Division in Bangalore (1986-1998), he headed production engineering and led the assembly, over
haul and repair of engines like Artouste, Garrett, Dart, Orpheus, Gnome, Adour and the Avon series.

Source: Indian Express
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e-news is bringing out an exclusive slot for individuals to advertise for career opportunities. Industries and
Institutions can promote advertise at very nominal charges product ranges as well as airline operators to
present route and tariff offers.
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