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International engines for LCA

All doubts raised over LCA being a key fighter
aircraft for India owing to delay in the Kaveri engine
can be put to rest. The LCA will fly — and fly on
international engines initially. Mr M Natarajan,
scientific adviser to defence minister A K Antony,
has publicly spelt out DRDO’s determination to fly
the LCA in time for the IAF, even if on international
engines in the first few squadrons. At a Aero India
press conference, ADA director Mr P S
Subramanyam, sitting next to Natarajan, said: “I
am confident that DRDO will keep to the December
2010 initial operational clearance (IOC) plan. We
have started weapons testing on the LCA, and soon
the aircraft will fly with the hi-tech MMR radar.” “We
can do a few things with the Kaveri engine and fly
the LCA no doubt. But that’s not the point. There
are new specifications and it will take time to meet
those. "Meanwhile, we understand the IAF has tight
induction bands and we will get the LCA into those
bands. The first two squadrons will fly on GE
engines and the next four will fly on any
international engine that qualifies our new request
for proposals.

Source: Times of India

Isro already drawing up plans for
Chandrayaan-3

A hundred days and counting. As India’s prestigious
Rs 386-crore unmanned mission to the Moon,
‘Chandrayaan-1," launched on October 22 scored a
flawless century, its project director, Mylaswami
Annadurai announced that a lunar sample return
mission by India was on the cards. In a sample return
mission, a spacecraft will land on the moon and bring
back lunar samples to Earth for analysis. While some
space officials maintained that ‘Chandrayaan-1’
recorded 100 days, Isro chief spokesperson S Satish
said it completed the century. Speaking to TOI,
Annadurai said the proposed sample return mission
designated as ‘Chandrayaan-3,” is expected to be
launched around 2012. The mission will help gain deeper
insights about Moon’s characterestics.

Source: Times of India
Saras aircraft gets help

The indigenous Saras civil aircraft has been drawing a
lot of flak for being too heavy. However, an R&D firm
ProSim and NAL have been able to reduce the aircraft’s
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weight by tweaking certain areas at the design stage.
ProSim MD S Shamasundar said the work is pending
certification by CEMILAC, DRDOQ’s certification wing.
This apart, ProSim has managed to crack the design
code of the earlier MiG series fighter jets that India
bought from Russia. The firm has also developed a
life assessment methodology for thermal barrier
coatings, which are used to prevent thermal shock.
The methodology has made it possible to predict how
many hours of flying time an aircraft has left. On
turbo engines, a simulation model is being developed.

Source: Times of India
‘Defence satellite will be up by next year’

The first dedicated defence satellite will be up by the
middle of 2010, the Chief of Air Staff, Air Marshal Fali
H. Major, has said. The Air Force is expanding the
fleet of unmanned aerial vehicles or UAVs - small
pilotless surveillance aircraft - over the Indian Ocean,
the Air Chief said at a media briefing at Aero India
2009 here. The possibility of an Indian military satellite
has been talked about in view of the vulnerable
security situation over the sub-continent. Business
Line learns that it will have communication, navigation
and surveillance capabilities. It would be built and
launched by the national space agency ISRO.
Currently, some of the needs are met on dedicated
transponders and frequencies on ISRO’s civil
communication satellites. "We already have UAVs. In
today’s security environment, the use of UAVs will
only increase. The payloads are improving and giving
better results. We are in the process of expanding
our UAV fleet in the Ocean,” he said.

Source: Business Line
HAL to roll out light helicopters

Next in line to fly out of Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL) hangars will be a light utility helicopter (LUH)
that has been cleared by the government a couple of
days ago. HAL chairman Ashok K Baweja told, the
LUH was under development for the last ten months
and was expected to make its first flight in mid-August,
hopefully to coincide with Independence Day. In the
aviation major’s first major export order, the five
advanced light helicopter Dhruvs will be handed over
to the Ecuadorian air force chief on Friday. Another
two will be handed over in a few months, with provision
to send two more. Along with the ALH, HAL is setting
up a base in Quito, Ecuador, to support the sale and

also to address other export markets in the South
American region. HAL also had plans in the unmanned
aerial vehicle area with Aeronautical Development
Establishment, said Baweja, adding one such vehicle
was under development for export.

Source: Times of India
LCA naval version to fly this year

The first prototype of the naval version of the Light
Combat Aircraft (LCA) is expected to fly towards the
end of 2009. Within a few months of the first flight, a
second prototype of the naval LCA will also take to
the skies, Mr P S Subramanyam, director of the
Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA), Bangalore,
which is developing the fighter, told Deccan Herald
here. The first version of the naval LCA will be a
twin-seater trainer version, whereas the second naval
LCA will be a fighter. Both are mark-I versions with
limited capabilities and additional weight. A mark-II
variation of the naval LCA is also under development
and scheduled to be realised by 2014-15,
Subramanyam said. The naval LCA, meant for future
aircraft carriers, will have arrester-hooks using which
a fighter plan can land on the dock, and immediately
come to a complete halt. The existing Indian aircraft
carrier INS Virat does not use this technology. instead
it uses traditional ramps for take-off and landing.

Source: Deccan Herald
DRDO to test Agni-V by Dec 2010

India will test its most ambitious strategic missile
next year, in what will be its first step towards having
potent ICBM (intercontinental ballistic missile)
capabilities, largely the preserve of the Big-5
countries till now. With the design work on the 5,000-
km-range Agni-V virtually over now, DRDO chief Mr
M Natarajan said the missile would certainly be tested
before December 2010. “I am very confident we will
be able to do it,” he said, speaking on the sidelines
of the Aero India-2009 show here. The work on the
nuclear-capable Agni-V basically revolves around
incorporating a third composite stage in the two-stage
Agni-III, along with some advanced technologies like
ring laser gyroscope and accelerator for navigation
and guidance.

Source: Economic Times
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Aviation majors eye Rs 42,000-cr project

From joyrides to celebrities to high-voltage
marketing campaigns, global aviation giants have
pressed the full throttle in the bruising battle to
grab India’s gigantic Rs 42,000-crore project for
acquiring 126 multirole combat aircraft for IAF. With
IAF planning to begin field trials for the six fighter
jets in contention for this “mother of all defence
deals” in April-May after evaluation of their technical
bids, it's all about grabbing eyeballs of the
decisionmakers as well as the public at large at the
‘Aero India-2009" show. The six contenders — the
American F/A-18 ‘Super Hornet’ (Boeing) and F-
16IN ‘Super Viper’ (Lockheed Martin), French Rafale
(Dassualt), Eurofighter Typhoon, Swedish Gripen
(Saab) and Russian MiG-35 (RAC MiG) — are leaving
nothing to chance.

Source: Times of India

Foreign firms find fault with Indian offset
policy

Notwithstanding the optimism exhibited by the
defence ministry, global arms majors have
complaints about the Indian offset policy. With too
many risks involved, the Indian policy invariably
lead to cost-escalation in military purchases, they
claimed. As per the government policy, there is 30
percent offset — reinvestment in the Indian defence
industry by winner of the military contracts worth
more than Rs 300 crore — on all defence purchases.
It can be executed directly or indirectly. “It is difficult
to convince our corporate masters on the Indian
offset policy. Many original equipment
manufacturers backed out of Indian deals citing
offset as one of the reasons,” Mr Philip Georgariou,
vice president (strategic partnership), Lockheed
Martin said. Representatives of EADS, Boeing,
Northrop Grumman and Rosoboronexport, Russia
also pointed out critical problems in the Indian
policy.

Source: Deccan Herald

India readies $3.1 bn for surveillance
buys

India’s defence authorities plan to procure new
surveillance systems and at least 4 new radar-
equipped helicopters worth almost $3.1 billion in a
bid to modernise the armed forces with more
sophisticated weapon systems. “The evaluations are
yet to start, but vendors from Germany, Czech,
Israel and US have already started exploring
contracts worth $3.1 billion,” a person familiar with
the proposals told ET on conditions of anonymity.
He added that the armed forces plan to procure 3
airborne radar, atleast 4battle-equipped helicopters
and around 10-12 new surveillance systems. In
December 2003, India had signed a $1.1-billion
contract with Israel for procurement of three Phalcon
early warning radar systems. The new surveillance

systems being discussed do not include the Phalcon
contract.

Source:Economic Times

HAL may tie up with French firm to bid for
Airbus orders

Hindustan Aeronautics(HAL) is looking at teaming up
with French aircraft component supplier Latecoere to
bid for manufacturing contracts from Airbus. HAL
currently supplies two sets of front doors for the Airbus
aircraft. With this tie-up, HAL hopes to supply all types
of doors (including rear and emergency) across the
Airbus family. HAL bagged a $150-million contract last
year for the supply of 2,000 ship sets (a pair) of Airbus
aircraft doors. This contract was a follow-on order to
an earlier 1,250-set contract. The public sector would
also take on production of the 14-seater Saras
passenger aircraft from its Kanpur facility. The Indian
Air Force will acquire 15 of these aircraft in the first
phase, HAL chairman Mr Ashok Baweja told ET.

Source: Economic Times

TCS to up aerospace presence

Tata Consultancy Services is in the race for half a dozen
complex work packages - in the range of $10-20 million
and multi-year contracts - from global aerospace and
defence giants. Some of these packages have a
manufacturing component bundled into the contract.
While TCS will be engaged in the IT engineering services
part of the work other Tata Group companies will vie
for the manufacturing part. The deal value of the
comprehensive packages could be much more. The Tata
Group has deepened its presence in aerospace by
incorporating two subsidiaries catering to purely
aerospace and defence contracts. Tata Advanced
Systems is a systems integrator while Tata Industrial
Services will look at offset opportunities.

Source: Economic Times

India hikes defence budget by 24 percent

India announced a hefty 24 percent hike in its defence
budget for the upcoming fiscal year as its military fast-
tracks acquisitions following the Mumbai militant attacks.
“We are going through tough times. The Mumbai terror
attacks have given an entirely new dimension to cross-
border terrorism,” acting finance minister Pranab
Mukherjee said as he presented an interim budget to
parliament. India blamed the November attacks, which
killed 165 people in India’s financial capital, on a Muslim
militant group based in Pakistan. The 1.47-trillion rupee
(29.4-billion dollar) defence allocation comprised 15
percent of the entire budget for the financial year
beginning April 1, and Mukherjee said the amount could
be increased if necessary.

Source: Khaleej Times
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