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Jet starts another low-cost carrier

Realising that the economic slowdown has put low-
cost carriers (LCC) at an advantage over full service
ones, Naresh Goyal-owned Jet Airways has decided
to expand its budget segment. The airline, which
already runs Sahara-turned-JetLite as its LCC, is now
introducing another all economy service — Jet Airways
Konnect — that will be operated on aircraft from
Friday. Low cost carriers currently enjoy nearly 40%
of domestic market share, which is on the rise. This
segment is led by IndiGo, followed by Spicelet. JetLite
and Deccan-turned-Kingfisher Red follow suit although
the latter’s individual market share is not available
following its merger with Kingfisher. This has emerged
as the most hotly contested aviation space and the
big boys like Goyal and Mallya want to increase their
hold on this segment. Jet’s new brand, a nofrills, low-
fare and where passengers will have to buy meals,
will initially be operated with two Boeing 737 and six
ATR. Initially, the sectors will be covered are —
Chennai and Coimbatore, Madurai and Kochi; between
Mumbai and Ahmedabad, Bhopal, Udaipur and
between Bangalore and Pune and Mangalore. The on
ground and in flight service will be delivered by Jet
Airways staff, the only difference will be that travellers
will have to buy their meals on board. Jet’s chief
commercial officer Sudheer Raghavan said:
“Consumer demands are changing rapidly in a
dynamic global environment, we believe the Jet
Airways Konnect service will give us the flexibility
and speed to deploy capacity to meet these changing
trends.

Source: Times of India

ISRO to send bacteria cells into space

In its first set of biological experiments, the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will send
bacteria cells into space — and bring them back — in
the second Space Capsule Recovery Experiment (SRE-
2) scheduled for launch this year-end. Two life science
experiments, using E.coli and photosynthetic bacteria,
will help us understand cell division, genomics (genetic
changes) and proteomics (changes in proteins) in
microgravity conditions, said Kamanio
Chattopadhyay, national coordinator of the Indian
Microgravity Programme, who is coordinating scientific
experiments for the mission. In the first experiment,
an E.coli cell would be grown in a bio-reactor and
brought back to the earth to carry out genomic studies.
“When the experiment is recovered, we will explore
why microgravity alters the growth of cells.” The
experiment could be seen as a prelude to ISRO’s
manned space mission slated for 2015, he said. “We
know that astronauts experience physiological
changes when they go into space, the most common
being bone loss. NASA [National Aeronautics and
Space Administration] has done experiments to prove
that microgravity impacts genes. We need to
understand this phenomenon better.”

Source: Hindu

ISRO centre to take on two more missions

The picturesque Byalalu Isro tracking centre off
Mysore Road, which is currently being used for the
Moon Mission, is now being readied for two more
critical missions for India - Astrosat (astronomy
mission) and Megha-Tropiques, slated for launch next
year. The Byalalu centre will effectively work on three
missions simultaneously from next year. Isro’s ISTRAC
Director Mr S K Shivakumar told TOI: “We have begun
work on augmenting infrastructure at the Byalalu
Centre to take care of the Astrosat and Megha-
Tropiques missions. We will have new servers,
communication equipment and hardware to take care
of the new missions. Both are set for 2010.” Mr
Shivakumar said engineers working at Byalalu and
ISTRAC, Peenya, will be able to handle all the
missions as they were good at basics — software,
networking, communication linkages and hardware
familiarity. The new infrastructure will be set up so
as to permit interaction between servers being
usedfor the moon mission and those that would be
used for Astrosat and Megha-Tropiques. “Dedicated
servers too can help for different missions. If for
instance servers for the Moon mission have been
designed to last two to three years, and after six
months we launch Astrosat, there will be space for
data reception and communication on the Moon-
related servers in addition to the new ones. We will
keep moving between these depending on the
requirements of each mission.”

Source: Times of India

ISRO sets its sights on Mars

With the moon mission Chandrayaan 1 accomplished,
the next venture will be sending a space vehicle to
Mars, ISRO Chairman Mr G. Madhavan Nair said here
on Saturday. The plan is to make this possible by
2013 or a few years later. Speaking after being
felicitated at the eight anniversary of the CII Institute
of Quality, he said the cost factor had to be considered
in planning space missions. Right now, per kg of pay
load costs $15,000 to $20,000 and we are trying to
bring it down to $ 1,000. Much of it can come from
more indigenization and through being able to reuse
the different stages of the rocket taking a vehicle to
space Mr. Nair said. While ISRO would get Rs.30,000
crore from the Government during the 11th Plan,
resources had to be used with care. More research
and development for localisation was necessary, he
said, adding that “90 per cent of our technology now
is home-grown”.

Source: Hindu
LCA induction into IAF likely by 2010

The induction of first squadron of the Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA) to Indian Air Force (IAF) can take place
by the end of 2010 or the beginning of 2011 with
regular persuasion and monitoring of the LCA
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programme, the Air Chief Marshal Fali Homi
Major said. The Chief of Air Staff during his
farewell visit to Aeronautical Development
Agency recently said: “IAF is on the
transformation stage in the matter of gaining
overall capabilities, with the help of organisations
such as DRDO, ADA, HAL and other partners.”
Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) has been a part of IAF's
endeavour to attain indigenous status in getting
what is required for the nation’s security. An
official release said that the Chief of Air Staff
was affirmative that the ongoing LCA programme
would further lead to LCA mark II, MCA and
many other projects of self- reliance nature by
sprinkling lot of patriotism around.

Source: Hindu
Agni-II test-fired

As part of the training exercise, the Army on
Tuesday test-fired the nuclear-capable Agni-II
Intermediate Range Ballistic Missile from
Dhamra’s Wheeler Island, off the Orissa Coast.
DRDO sources told The Hindu that the complete
operations, including the pre-launch exercise and
the launch from a sophisticated computer, were
carried out by an Army team. The missile, which
was picked randomly from one of the production
lots, was launched from a rail mobile system
around 10.05 a.m and tracked by all the radars
of the Integrated Test Range located along the
coast at Balasore, Dhamra, Paradeep and Konark
till its splashdown into the sea after a 10-minute
flight. Data relating to various parameters of
the mission’s objectives was being analysed, the

sources added. A new technology — a state-of-the-art
high accuracy navigation system — was for the first
time used in Agni-II.

Source: Hindu
First IAF AWACS lands at Jamnagar

The first of the three Indian Air Force AWACS (Airborne
Warning and Control System) platforms arrived in India
from Israel today, landing at air force station Jamnagar
at mid-day. The giant IL-76 was escorted by three Mig-
29 and Jaguar aircraft each that took off from an
advance fighter airbase of South Western Air Command
(SWAC). The fighter formations caught up with the
AWACS mid-air and escorted it as it entered the Indian
FIR (Flight Information Region), till safe touchdown at
the Jamnagar airbase, sometime in the afternoon today.
Air officer commanding-in-chief, SWAC, Air Marshal KD
Singh, Air Defence Commander, Air Vice Marshal P Singh
and the AOC Jamnagar, Air Commodore C Hari Kumar
welcomed the crew of the AWACS aircraft that included
the commanding officer of the first AWACS squadron,
group captain B Saju. ‘It was a great feeling to be
escorted by our fighters and it feels really good to be
back”, said Group Captain B Saju upon arrival. Flown
by a full complement of IAF pilots belonging to the newly
formed squadron the aircraft was flown in from Ovda
international airport in southern Israel. The aircraft
undertook an eight-and-a-half hour flight, skirting
around several countries, flying over the Red Sea and
the Arabian Sea before landing at Jamnagar. The aircraft
arrived at Palam airport for the induction. The AWACS
are slated to operate from the Agra airbase under
Central Air Command and preparations are afoot for
its induction in the extended fleet of the IL-76 family of
aircraft.

Source: Hindu

|



N=-zZzmzm<m~-ITO>

Air Vice-Marshal Gogoi promoted

Air Vice Marshal Anjan Kumar Gogoi, is promoted as Director General Air (Operations) at the Air Headquarters.
He is the second Assamese to be elevated to a top IAF post after the government named Air Marshal P K
Barbora as the new Vice-Chief of the Force. Air Vice Marshal Gogoi will take charge on 1t june 2009.

Source: Times of India
Air Marshal Barbora, New Vice Chief

Air Marshal P.K. Barbora, will be the new Vice Chief of Air Staff. Currently serving as the Air Officer Commanding-
in-Chief, Western Air Command, he will assume charge as the Vice Chief from 1 June 2009. Air Marshal N.K.
Browne, currently the Deputy Chief of Air Staff at Air Headquarters will take over as the new Air Officer
Commanding-in-Chief, Western Air Command, a Defence Ministry said.

Source: Hindu
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