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Chandrayaan has proved our mettle:
Kasturirangan

“Chandrayaan I was a necessary project, for India
to demonstrate to the international community, that
we are not far behind the other nations,” former
chairman of the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO), Dr Kasturirangan said here.
Speaking at tenth anniversary celebrations of the
Adamya Chetana organisation, the former ISRO
chief said, “Even though the parts for the space
programme were brought in from the entire nation
and abroad, the Chandrayaan project owes its birth
to Bangalore and Karnataka, as it was here that
we developed and gave shape to the trip to moon.”
He reminded the gathering about the implications
of the late blooming of the Nuclear programme for
the country, which had virtually barred the nation
from the club of elite nuclear powers.

Source: Deccan Herald

DARE completes MiG-27 avionics
upgradation

Defence Avionics Research Estalishment (DARE)
attached to the Defence Research and Development
Organisation has completed the avionics upgrade
of MiG-27 aircraft. This pioneering effort was
realised using entirely indigenous expertise at a
fraction of cost. The project was initiated in the
year 2002 through a tripartite MoU between DARE,
HAL(Nasik) and Air Force. The Initial Operational

Clearance was accorded in June 2006 which led to the
subsequent formation of operational squadrons. The
avionics system is built around a modular mission
computer termed Core Avionics Computer (CAC),
developed by DARE. The CAC built on open system
principles, houses functional modules using
contemporary processors and devices. These functional
modules are powering the mission computers on Jaguar
and Su-30 MKI aircraft as well.

Source: Deccan Herald
Chandrayaan reveals a 2-km peak on Moon

You can’t climb an Everest on the Moon, but there’s
something a little smaller. In its lunar orbit,
Chandrayaan-1 revealed a peak about 2 km in height,
and, like craters in Hawaii and Arizona, a crater within
a crater. After revealing traces of iron through the
American M3 mapper, Chandrayaan-1 is now throwing
extensive light on the Moon’s surface features through
the on board TMC camera. An ISRO official told TOI:
“Generally, it's believed that the Moon’s surface is
characterized by craters. But our TMC camera has
revealed that peaks, alternating with craters, go up to
about 2 km. The topography is varied and complex.”
The peaks are brown and rusty, much like the granite
boulders on Earth though the mineral composition is
very different. "Mt Everest is about 8 km. The peak
we've seen is 2 km. It’s an interesting finding.”

Source: Times of India
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ISRO gears up for manned space mission

The Centre has granted Rs 90 crore to the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) to begin
scientific studies for the first Indian manned space
flight, scheduled for launch by 2015. “A detailed
proposal for the Rs 12,000 crore-project has been
submitted to the government,” ISRO Chairman Dr G
Madhavan Nair said at the 96th session of the Indian
Science Congress here. Sharing some details about
the maiden manned space flight with scientists, Dr
Nair said the ISRO envisaged designing two space
modules — for carrying two and three astronauts
respectively into space. In the first manned mission,
two Indianastronauts will be sent for a seven-day stay
in a low earth orbit — anywhere between 160 km to
2000 km — above the earth’s surface using a GSLV
rocket. The space agency achieved initial success in
mastering the re-entry technology to bring back the
astronauts successfully to earth. “The first two Indian
astronauts in ISRO-manned mission will be adequately
trained engineers,” an ISRO official told Deccan
Herald.

Source: Deccan Herald

Indian Air Force Sukhoi jets being
retrofitted with cruise missile pods

Two Indian Air Force (IAF) Sukhoi-30MKI combat jets
have been sent to Russia for a retrofit that would
enable them launch the aerial version of the BrahMos
supersonic cruise missile that India and Russia have
jointly developed, an official said. “The aerial version
of the BrahMos missiles will be delivered from the
Su-30MKI platform. We were in talks with Sukhoi and

the IAF for it. Finally two Su-30MKIs of the IAF have
been sent to Russia for retrofitting,” a senior official
of BrahMos Aerospace that manufactures the missile,
told IANS, speaking on condition of anonymity. “The
aerial version of BrahMos is coming along very well.
After being programmed, the missile will be released
from the aircraft and will auto-launch towards its
target when it reaches an altitude of 50 metres,” the
official explained.

Source: Economic Times

Tejas sets record

With a thundering roar the light grey Tejas prototype
aircraft (serial no. KH 2012) took to the air, a sight
which the residents of the Bangalore have got well
used to now. But this sortie was different - a
landmark in Indian aeronautical history, for, on this
day the Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL), Bangalore
built Tejas crossed the 1,000 sorties mark. The first
flight of the Tejas lasted for 18 minutes on January 4
in 2001. It was conceived as HAL's ambitious attempt
to leapfrog nearly 40 years in Indian aeronautical
design. A total of seven aircraft are currently part of
the flight test programme. The Tejas is slated to enter
operational service with the IAF by December 2010
in the Initial Operational Capability
configuration.Speaking to members of ‘Team Tejas’,
Capt J A Maolankar, chief test pilot at the National
Flight Test Centre said, “Great challenges lie ahead,
especially when we take this aircraft to sea in the
form of the LCA (Navy).”

Source: Deccan Hearld
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Navy to get 8 aircraft from Boeing for $2.1 b

Shaken by the audacity of the 26/11 terror attack on Mumbai, the Dr Manmohan Singh government has taken
another step towards securing the country’s rather long coastline by signing the $2.1-billion deal with the US
for the purchase of eight P-81 long-range maritime reconnaissance aircraft. The deal, signed with the aerospace
major Boeing on January 1, marks the largest defence pact with the US, signifying the growing ties between
the two countries. The purchase of the eight air craft will strengthen the Navy’s intelligence-gathering capabilities.
The government had approved the deal in its last Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) meeting after protracted
negotiations. The deal with Boeing was through a direct commercial contract and issues such as enduser
verification agreement between India and the US for these defence products were still pending, sources said.

Source: Economic Times
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